Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 00695 151430Z 

21 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CPR-01 SS-15 NSC-05 /028 W 

080616 

R 151250Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASFZ LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7625 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 0695 

E.O. WYTWC N/19 
5 & : IRIP, GB 

SUB J : AGREMENT REQUEST FOR GOG AMBASSADOR 
REFJI A,; LIBREZBILLE 0672, B) STATE 0901 1 1 

1 . FOLLOWING TELEPHONE CALL BY PRESIDENT BONGO REPORTED 
REFTEL A, CHARGE CONTACTED FONMIN OKUMBA AFTERNOON APRIL 12 
AND OFFERED PERSONALLY TO COME OVER TO HIS OFFICE TO PICK UP 
COPY OF MISSING REQUEST FOR USG AGREMENT FOR AMBASSADOR 
DESIGNATE KOMBILI. HOWEVER, IT DEVELOPED OKUMBA WAS IN THROES 
OF LAST-MINUTE PREPARATIONS FOR EARLY MORNING DEPARTURE NEXT 
DAY AS HEAD OF GOG DELEGATION TO CAIRO. HE HAD THEREFORE AS- 
SIGNED HIS CABINET DIRECTOR MVOULA TO FOLLOW UP MATTER 

AND GET DOCUMENT TO EMBASSY RIGHT AWAY. SHORT CONVERSATION 
WITH MVOULA ESTABLISHED THAT HE WOULD SEND AGREMENT 
REQUEST TO US BY MESSENGER MORNING OF 13TH. 

2. WHILE AT FOREIGN MINISTRY ON SEPARATE MATTER AFTERNOON 
OF APRIL 14. CHARGE REMARKED TO MVOULA THAT DOCUMENT 
CONCERNING KOMBILI STILL HAD NOT REACHED EMBASSY. MVOULA EX- 
PRESSED SURPRISE AND IMMEDIATELY PHONED DIRECTOR OF 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS TCHICAYA WHO HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO UNEARTH 
MISSING DOCUMENT AND DELIVER IT TO EMBASSY RIGHT AWAY. 

AFTER PROTRACTED CONVERSATION, MVOULA TOLD CHARGE NOT TO 
WORRY ANYMORE ABOUT MATTER. COPY OF AGREMENT REQUEST WOULD 
BE AT EMBASSY NEXT DAY. 

3. SHORTLY AFTERWARDS CHARGE STOPPED OFF AT TCHICAYA'S OFFICE 
TO DELIVER COPY OF SECRETARY'S LOS SPEECH AND SO NATURALLY 
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RAISED QUESTION OF MISSING DOCUMENT. TCHICAYA REPLIED THAT 
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WE SHOULD NOT BECOME IMPATIENT; ALTHOUGH HE HAD NOT BEEN 
ABLE TO LOCATE AGREMENT REQUEST HE WAS CERTAIN THAT HIS 
OFFICE MESSENGER KNEW WHERE IT WAS. BY COINCIDENCE, MESSENGER 
WAS IN HOSPITAL WITH BROKEN FOOT BUT WAS EXPECTED TO RETURN 
TO WORK NEXT DAY AND TCHICAYA WOULD INSTRUCT HIM TO DIG UP 
ELUSIVE DOCUMENT AND TAKE IT TO EMBASSY RIGHT AWAY. 

4. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT SHOULD NOT BECOME "IMPATIENT". 

WE WILL FORWARD INFORMATION REQUESTED REFTEL B "RIGHT AWAY". 

DEECARNETTE 
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